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SUBJECT: DOT WEST COAST CORRIDOR STUDY 

1. AMTRAK IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1974 DIRECTS SECRETARY OF 
TRANSPORTATION TO MAKE STUDY OF ADVISABILITY AND FEASI- 
BILITY (EROM SOCIAL, TECHNICAL, AND ECONOMIC STAND POINTS) 

OF A HIGH SPEED GROUND TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM ALONG WEST 
COAST BETWEEN MEXICAN AND CANADIAN BORDERS. FEDERAL 
RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION OF DOT HAS RECENTLY CONCLUDED 
CONTRACT WITH PEAT, MARWICK, MITCHELL EOR A RECONNAISSANCE 
STAGE OF THIS STUDY AS BASIS FOR INTERIM REPORT TO CONGRESS 
JANUARY 30, 1976. OBJECTIVE THIS STAGE IS TO IDENTITY, 

REVIEW, AND EVALUATE DATA FROM PAST AND ON-GOING STUDIES 
TO DETERMINE WHAT SHOULD BE SCOPE AND FUNDING OF WEST 
COAST CORRIDOR STUDY. EMPHASIS WILL BE PLACED ON BROAD 
IDENTIFICATION OF CORRIDOR AND SUB-CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION 
CHARACTERISTICS AND PROBLEMS; DETERMINATION OF COMPATIBILITY 
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AND VALUE OF DATA FROM VARIOUS SOURCES FOR ANALYSIS OF THIS 
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PROBLEM; AND RECOMMENDATIONS WITH RESPECT TO STUDY CON- 
TINUATION. 

2. BULK OF THIS WORK CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED BY CONTRACTOR 
THROUGH CALIFORNIA, OREGON, AND WASHINGTON TRANSPORTATION 

AUTHORITIES, WHO ARE ACTIVELY ENGAGED. IT PROBABLY WILL 
BE NECESSARY, HOWEVER, ALSO FOR CONTRACTOR TO SEEK 
COOPERATION OF MEXICAN AUTHORITIES IN SUPPLYING DATA WITH 
RESPECT TO FACILITIES, TRAVEL PATTERNS, COMMODITY MOVE- 
MENT, ETC., AT SOUTHERN END OF CORRIDOR. REQUEST 
EMBASSY APPROACH UNDER SECRETARY FELIX, SOP AS FOLLOWS, 
SPEAKING IN CONTEXT DOT-SOP COOPERATION ARRANGEMENT: 

(1) PROVIDE GENERAL INFORMATION ABOVE CONCERNING NATURE 
OF STUDY AND (2) INDICATE DOT MOST GRATEFUL IF ADVICE 
COULD BE GIVEN TO LOCAL OFFICIALS IN TIJUANA THAT STUDY 
IS KNOWN AT FEDERAL LEVEL AND COOPERATION ENDORSED. ROBINSON 
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